THE  FIRST  BEGINNINGS  AND  THE  MIDDLE   AGES

in'the second. In addition to this a flotilla patrolled the Rhine and
veterans' colonies had been established at Colonia (Cologne) and at
Augusti Burgus (Augsburg). About 275, the guard along the Rhine
ceased to be Roman. The Empire was suffering from an acute shortage of
troops. The soldier's trade held no attraction for citizens, who preferred
to pay a fee to buy themselves a substitute. So the emperors enlisted
Barbarians and installed them on the frontiers, granting them lands under
die regulations on 'military hospitality'. Here was the sccdground of the
Barbarian kingdoms. But this new army had no patriotism. From time
to time it created an emperor in order to benefit from the largesse attend-
ant upon his joyful advent to power. Political disturbances gave birth to
military anarchy. Germanic raids despoiled Gaul. Cities as far away as
Bordeaux tore down their temples to build fortifications. Not only was
Gaul visited with fire and blood by the Barbarians, it was made bankrupt
by the exactions of a Roman bureaucracy enamoured of confiscatory
taxation. Levies were so heavy that small landowners sold their holdings
to escape the curials. The Roman administrative machinery had become
so costly that it finally destroyed all taxable assets. By the time of Julian
(363), 'Gaul is out of breath'.1 For still another century the Empire cut
an impressive figure, but it was at die end of its powers, Ncverdieless,
even after the breakdown of all imperial administration, Gaul remained
an island of Latinity. As distinguished from German or Balkan peoples,
the Gallo-Romans had truly been assimilated by Rome. It was Rome
which had first given diem a word to express their unity and had first
named their country Gallia\ it was Rome which, by its network of roads,
made it possible for the tribes to know each odicr; it was Rome which
opened to them the culture of die ancient world; it was to Rome that
they owed respect for justice and law. They would long be homesick for
the Empire. One day they would seek to re-establish it.
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